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Dear TY Parent(s), Guardian(s), Host parent(s), 

Our TY’s have had a busy first half-term and have truly earned the upcoming midterm 

break.  

 West Cork Secret was a great addition to our TY Programme this year. The students 

had an action-packed day in a great location.  

 Our History department hosted a successful local history day, in not so pleasant 

weather conditions. The treasure hunt was a great success, with students solving 

clues and gaining points with good strategic planning.  

 Students are availing of opportunities to attend various workshops and online 

experiences which are offered to the school. These are optional additions and require 

students to check posts regularly on TEAMS. Four students took part in our first 

Society of Actuaries Work Experience. A second group will begin in February. Food 

Science, National Maritime College, Film workshops and Youth Advisory Panel are 

other workshops and experiences which will take place in the coming months. 

 TY gives students the opportunity to offer their services and leadership to the school 

and wider community. TY Guides have been great ambassadors for the school on 

Open Night and at our latest Parent Teacher Meeting. They represented the school 

community in a Guard of Honour at Ms Sinead Barrett’s funeral mass.  

 The TY Team Leaders have just been appointed and our Digital and IT Student leaders 

are a great resource. Our Gaisce initiative has encouraged students to take up new 

interests and skills and, to help in the wider community with Cobh Tidy Towns. YSI 

(Young Social Innovators) are engaging in a PR campaign for the American Pier 

Project, and Young Enterprise mini companies are working on their business plans. 

 Our Musical Matilda is cast, and great singing, acting and dancing continue in the 

GAA hall every Wednesday, Friday and with after-school rehearsals. We are looking 

forward to showcasing the talent in late January. 

 Our Sport’s department are having great success at present, and TY’s are very active 

on many teams. They are also supporting the organisational aspect of the Sport’s 

facilities and matches.  

 A collection for Cork Breakthrough Cancer Research takes place in town on Friday Oct 

28th and 8 TY’s are helping. 

 We look forward to First Aid/ Connect Retreat and Cookery School workshops on 

November 22nd and 24th. 
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You get out of TY what you put in, and we encourage all students to consider getting 

involved in the many areas of school life while in Transition Year. You are encouraged to 

keep an eye on your child’s school journal. Students are required to note the learning for 

each day in their journals. Your child may have several projects to complete and 

presentations to prepare for. This learning helps to develop digital, time-management, 

research, and oral presentation skills. You are reminded to check Pg 179 in the journal to 

acknowledge and sign any notes required. With winter weather upon us, a reminder that 

the school uniform jacket is compulsory as per Uniform Policy. 

Subjects, Modules, Assessments and Credits: Students are learning lots of new things in 

many areas and are also sharing a wealth of knowledge with each other in classes. We 

recently reviewed our approach to TY Assessment. In line with Department guidelines, our 

TY programme is a balance between the academic ‘taster’ or sample subjects and TY 

Specific modules. We place great importance on our Core subjects Irish, English, Maths and 

Language. These subjects will have formal Christmas and Summer exams of 1hr30min 

duration during the week of November 28th. In the case of languages, oral assessments will 

also be carried out.  

Students get an opportunity to explore LC Options in History, Geography, Business, Physics, 

Chemistry and Biology.  Some of these are LC samplers with 40min class/week. History, 

Business and Chemistry have two periods which allow for some TY specific modules within 

the subject area such as CSI. Teachers will facilitate classroom-based assessments in these 

subjects and a grade will be given on VSware at Christmas and Summer.  

All activities undertaken in TY enable students to have a valid and worthwhile learning 

experience with an emphasis on self-directed learning and skills development. Transition 

Year is an opportunity to move beyond the narrow focus of end-of-year, written exams. The 

emphasis is on varied and on-going assessment. For this reason, we are introducing Credits 

for all Subjects, TY Specific Modules, Work Experience and a Final TY Interview. Teachers 

will award Credits for various efforts such as project work, presentations, portfolio work, 

participation, performance, initiative, and creativity. Credits will vary per subject/module. 

These will be communicated to students. These credits will combine to inform the students’ 

overall result on their TY Certificate in May. 

Distinction 80%+ 400-500 credits 

Merit 60%+ 300-399 credits 

Pass 40%+ 200-299 credits 

Partially Achieved<40% 0-199 credits 
Irish/MFL exemption-marks adjusted accordingly 

We see the Credits as a great way to acknowledge the effort made by students, to keep 

them motivated and engaged, and a collaborative way to award their final TY Grade. 

Have a great midterm break and a Happy Halloween. Yours Sincerely, 

Susan Ormond sormond@colaistemuire.com  TY Programme Coordinator and Year Head 
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