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Dear 3rd Year Parents and Guardians, 
 
Students in Irish schools completing their third year of Junior Cycle in 2020 have 
experienced a very disrupted period of learning in 2019/20 because of the 
unprecedented nature of the Covid-19 crisis.  
 
Teachers and schools have used a wide range of approaches to lessen the effects of this 
disrupted schooling, but the learning experience of students has varied across schools 
and students for a range of reasons over which these schools and students have had no 
control.  
 
In these circumstances, it is not possible for students to undertake the Junior Cycle final 
examinations normally organised by the State Examinations Commission.  
 
We have been given permission to make alternative arrangements for the assessment 
and reporting on the learning achievements of students who are concluding Junior Cycle 
in May 2020.  
 
The Junior Cycle learning achievement of students will be recognised through a specific 
form of certification designed to meet the current, exceptional circumstances presented 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
For each student, certification will involve two elements:  

 A State Certificate of completion of Junior Cycle from the Department of 
Education and Skills.  

 A School Report setting out the learning achievements of students in Junior 
Cycle.  

 
Students will receive this school report on the broad range of learning that they have 
achieved in each subject at the end of Junior Cycle. This assessment of their learning will 
be provided by their teachers.  
 
The assessment of students’ learning achievements in each subject will take place at 
school level and will be based on the teacher’s professional knowledge of each student’s 
learning.  
 
For has been decided by the relevant subject teachers in the context of the whole-school 
approach adopted above. Teachers know their students and can balance a variety of 
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factors in arriving at the most suitable form of assessment to put in place for their 
students.  
 
End-of-year assignment has been limited in scope, due to the disrupted learning that 
students have experienced in 2020, and recognises that some students may be unable to 
undertake such additional assessments because of issues arising from the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
To ensure equity, greater weighting has been given to work that was completed by 
students in advance of the closure of schools on 12 March 2020. 
  
Students will have the opportunity to complete any additional assessments within a 
clearly defined timeframe.  
 
All assessments will be completed and marked before 29 May 2020.  
 
Students and their parents/guardians will receive a written report of the assessment of 
the student’s learning in each subject. The report will be provided to students and their 
parents/guardians as soon as feasible following the completion of the school year 
2019/20.  
 
The Department of Education and Skills will provide each student with a certificate 
indicating the completion of the Junior Cycle programme of study, including the list of 
subjects studied and the level at which the subject was studied. 
 
Please let the school know if there are any issues with your child’s ability to engage with 
their teachers during May. 
 
3rd year teachers are, at present, informing their students on Teams what material to 
cover in those subjects where there is an end of year examination.  
 
The breakdown of marking will be posted with this letter.  
 
Stay Safe, 
 
Fergus O’Brien 
Principal 
. 


